6	PALESTINE   UNVEILED
the milking so that we could make a start just as soon
as the Six O'clock News was finished. To my great
surprise I found my new reading far more interesting
than the books we get from the County Library in
Dorchester.
I began to see how the Bible had been put together,
the reasons for its having bean written at all—and
started to love it for its own sake. I no longer looked
on it as a dry-as-dust old tome which I had finished
with for good and all when I left school. Let me make
it quite clear, this is no story of " conversion ", or of
" a soul finding redemption ", at least not in the usual
sense—I do not now, nor have I ever, believed that
our English version of the Bible, or any other of the
numerous translations, is divinely inspired'—at least
not in the sense that so many people in this West
Country believe—that every letter, comma, semi-
colon and full stop is the Almighty's own voice speak-
ing through the writings He personally dictated.
That just couldn't be, could it? Think of the Book's
history—the human frailties, the errors of the hun-
dreds of scribes in the old days, and the changes from
one language and idiom to another, which it has under-
gone. .Of course you may believe that all the copyists
were likewise divinely protected from errors in their #
translations and transcriptions—but I am only a
simple Dorset farmer and it is a bit too much for me
to digest.
,No, I reckon that my new-found reverence for the
Book is something far deeper than that of the " cover-
to-cover " folk—if there is anything of divine guidance
in our modern versions it lies in the miraculous way

